
Fond du Lac County Invasive Plant Survey 
-2012 Field Instruction Sheet- 

 
 
Before you begin: 
All Invasive survey volunteers must fill out and turn in a Confirmation of Assumption of 
Risk, Indemnification and Release, and Consent for Emergency Treatment 
Relating to Volunteer Activities  form to Connie Ramthun before participating in this 
project.  This form can be mailed to: 
 

Connie Ramthun, Invasive Survey Coordinator 
W996 Birchwood Drive 
Campbellsport, WI 53010  

 
Rules of the Road: 
1. The driver’s only job is to safely operate the motor vehicle.  The driver must not 
act as navigator or search for invasive plant populations while driving. 
2. The driver is responsible for obeying all traffic laws and regulations and operating the 
motor vehicle safely at all times during the course of the survey. 
3. The driver must take a least one 20 minute rest stop for every 2 hours on the road. 
 
Non-drivers are responsible for navigating and searching for and recording the location 
and size of invasive species populations.  Please follow these instructions carefully: 
 
Make sure you have these materials with you each time you go out: 
1. Map 
2. Fresh Data Sheet (Please use a separate data sheet for each day that you perform your survey.) 
3. Clip board 
4. Pencil with eraser 
5. Highlighter 
 
Survey Protocol: 
 
The survey period begins on June 1st, 2012 and ends on July 15th, 2012.  The 
survey focuses on four invasive plant taxa: Teasel (common and cut-leaved), Japanese 
Knotweed, Common Reed Grass and Wild Parsnip.  Teams that perform their surveys 
entirely during the latter half of the survey period (June 22nd to July 15th) may choose to 
include Purple Loosestrife as a fifth invasive species.   
 
1. Within your survey area, locate and map all populations of the four (five) invasive taxa 
that are visible from any divided road, highway, freeway or expressway. 
 
2. Fold your map into quarters and secure it to your clip board with your current position 
visible. 
 
3. Choose your route and give clear directions and route requests to your driver well in 
advance of all turns and stops. 
 



4. Use a highlighter to continually track your location on the map as you travel. 
 
6. Each time a discrete invasive population is observed, use a pencil to place a dot on the 
map. If the population is at least partially within the right of way, place the dot so that it 
touches the mapped roadway.  If the observed population is located entirely outside of the 
right of way, place the dot so that it does not touch the mapped roadway. 
 
7. Label your first dot “1”.  This is the population number.  Sequentially label each 
subsequent dot as you place it on the map (i.e. your second dot should be labeled “2”, your 
third “3” etc.)   
 
8. After you’ve placed a numbered dot on the map, enter the population number, taxa code 
(see below), size code (see below) and other notes on the data sheet. Notes should include 
any information that could help relocate the population in the future. 
 
9. If the right of way has been mowed, focus on the adjacent unmowed areas. 
 
10. Pay special attention to berms, soil piles and other areas with disturbed soils. 
 
11. When surveying along freeways and expressways, go both directions and ask your 
driver to get off and on at each ramp. 
 
12. To avoid duplicating the efforts of other teams, survey the road(s) along the northern 
and eastern borders of your township.  Survey the road(s) along the western and southern 
border of your township only if that also constitutes the border of Fond du Lac County. 
 
 
Taxa Codes: When entering your observations on the data sheet, use the following taxa 
codes:  
 
T = Teasel (Common Teasel, Dipsacus sylvestris and Cut-leaved Teasel, D. laciniatus) 
CRG = Common Reed Grass (Phragmites australis) 
JK = Japanese Knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum) 
WP = Wild Parsnip (Pastinaca sativa) 
PL = Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) 
 
 
Size Codes: Enter a numeric value (1, 2 or 3) for each observed population based on its 
size. 
 
1 = A small population with 1 - 50 stems in a discrete cluster that could be controlled in less 
than 30 minutes using the cut & dab method with a hand pruner and spray bottle. 
2 = A medium sized population with 50 - 1000 stems in a discrete cluster that could be 
controlled in 30 minutes – 4 hours with a brush cutter and backpack sprayer. 
3 = A large population with thousands of stems in a discrete cluster that would require 
more than 4 hours of control using a riding mower and boom sprayer. 


