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Program Schedule The Land Ethic: From Wisconsin to the World
Curt Meine
Wednesday, September 21, 2016 at 7 pm
Room UC114 UW-FDL

AAs a guiding philosophy for our relationship with the natural world, 
the land ethic has deep roots in Wisconsin’s conservation history.  Curt 
Meine will trace that history connecting the stories of Wisconsin’s 
Native Americans, scientists, writers, educators, landowners, poli-
cy-makers, and citizen advocates.  This can prepare us to ask the hard 
questions:  How well are we living up to that legacy in Wisconsin and 
beyond?  What does the future hold for the land ethic as an evolving 
idea?idea?

Dr. Curt Meine is a conservation biologist and writer based in Sauk 
County, Wisconsin.  He serves as Senior Fellow with the Aldo Leopold 
Foundation and the Center for Humans and Nature, Research Associ-
ate with the International Crane Foundation, and Adjunct Associate 
Professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  He served as an 
on-screen guide in the Emmy Award-winning documentary lm Green 
Fire:  Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for Our Time (2011).  Meine has au-
thored and edited several books including the award-winning biogra-
phy Aldo Leopold:  His Life and Work (2010) and the Library of America’s 
denitive collection Aldo Leopold: A Sand County Almanac and Other 
Essays on Ecology and Conservation (2013).  In his home landscape, he 
is a founding member of the Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance. 

Seed Collection Workshop
Margie Winter and David Demezas
Saturday, October 15, 2016 9 am to noon 
Meet at the Gottfried Prairie and Arboretum Shelter

WWe will begin the workshop with a discussion on seeds, including 
when and how to collect your favorite native plants.  Participants will 
walk through the prairie and learn how to identify wildowers and 
grasses in the seed stage.  We will collect and clean the seed heads 
while learning how to store and propagate the seed for growing 
plants.

MMargie Winter taught high school science for 31 years in the Sun Prai-
rie and FDL School Districts.  Margie is currently teaching an environ-
mental science course and a prairie ecosystems and restoration course 
at Marian University.  David Demezas, Ph.D. in microbiology from 
Oregon State University. Associate Professor of Biology at UW FdL 
where he teaches Biology, Botany, and Microbiology. His research in-
terests include ecology of root nodulating rhizobia, microbiology of 
digestors on dairy farms, and allelopathic potential of garlic mustard. 

Halloween Hike
Saturday, October 22, 2016 from 7 to 9 pm
Meet at the Gottfried Prairie and Arboretum Shelter

This luminary Halloween hike will introduce ve friendly characters 
talking about how they help the environment.  Registration will take 
place at the Gottfried Prairie Arboretum shelter starting at 7 pm with 
the rst hike starting at 7:15 pm and every 15 minutes after that.  
There will be homemade refreshments for sale with the proceeds 
going towards Gottfried Prairie educational programs. The hike takes 
place on a trail that is accessible for strollers and wheel chairs. All ages 
arare welcome!

Art In the Prairie
Wednesdays, June 22, June 29, July 6, July 13 9:30 am-11:30 am 
Meet at the Gottfried Prairie and Arboretum Shelter
OOur 4 week nature inspired art camp for youth ages 8-12. Each week 
kids explore different parts of the Gottfried while using nature to in-
spire art, crafts and fun. Guest artists offer a variety of technique and 
vision. Sessions are weather permitting and pre-registration is re-
quired. Fee of $20 for supplies is requested. Call 920-940-8869 for 
more information. 

Prairie Fest
July 30, 2016
A day full of activities for the entire familiy.  
For detailed information visit: http://gottfriedprairie.org/prairie-fest/

Native Bees and Predatory Wasps of Prairie Ecosys-
tems: Their Role as Pollinators and Benecial Insects
Heather Holm
Thursday, August 18, 2016 at 7 pm
Room UC114 UW-FDL 
LLearn about the nesting habitat, life cycle, pollen collection, foraging 
behavior, and general characteristics of the common genera of native 
bees and predatory wasps in prairie ecosystems. This presentation ex-
amines factors that inuence prairie management decisions including 
pollinator seasonality, oral preferences, plant community structure, 
bee-plant specialist relationships, and timing of prescribed burns and 
mowing.
Author of Pollinators of Native Plants, Heather Holm owns a Minneso-
ta-based landscape design and consulting rm specializing in pollina-
tor landscapes and native landscape restorations. She is currently 
working at the University of Minnesota Extension faculty on a three 
year study to determine the types of native bees that visit cultivated 
blueberries in Minnesota. Heather is an environmental educator and 
frequent presenter at conferences in the Midwest and Northeast. She 
wwrites for Houzz, a social media website, about pollinators, benecial 
insects and native plants.

Connecting to Nature with Photography
Ted Eischeid
Wednesday, April 20, 2016  6-8pm
Room UC114 UW-FDL
AAlmost everyone loves to take pictures, and most of us love spending 
time in beautiful natural environments!  In this workshop by Ted 
Eischeid, you will do both. Ted will share tips on composition that will 
improve your images. We will then have a chance to practice our new 
skills in the beautiful Gottfried Arboretum followed by a “show and 
tell”. Ted will also announce details about our Gottfried Arboretum 
photography contest. If you love nature and want to capture its 
beaubeauty, this workshop is for you. Participants should bring: camera, 
patch cord/card reader, clothing/shoes suitable for exploring the 
Gottfried Arboretum. Initial program length-6-6:45; outside 6:45-7:15; 
Show and tell, 7:15-8 pm.
Ted is a recently retired science teacher in Fond du Lac. He is in the 
process of starting a new adventure moving to Alaska, and he has en-
joyed taking many pictures up in the “Great Land”. Ted has also en-
joyed capturing many ne images in the Gottfried Prairie and is excit-
ed to share this resource with you.

The Ultimate Hummingbird Garden
Randy Powers
Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at 7 pm
Henken Room 

WWe cannot assume any longer that the Ruby-Throated Hummingbirds 
needle like bill acts like a soda straw to acquire nectar from owers!  
Learn which wildowers in Wisconsin co-evolved with the Ruby- 
Throated & other hummingbirds to accommodate their feeding be-
havior.  You will nd it difficult to believe who some of the birds’ most 
unusual predators are, and migratory challenges that these small birds 
face during their average life span of over ve years.
Randy Powers is owner and general manager of Prairie Future Seed 
Co., LLC, an ecological restoration company, state licensed nursery and 
seed company.  He published ten do-it-your-self guides for landown-
ers interested in installing and maintaining natural areas.  Randy was a 
consultant for the reconstruction of natural landscapes around the in-
terpretive centers for Riveredge Nature Center, Schlitz Audubon 
Nature Center, and Mosquito Hill Nature Center.

Wildower Identication
Connie Ramthun
Wednesday, June 15, 2016 at 6:30 pm
Meet at the Gottfried Prairie and Arboretum Shelter
DDo you enjoy native wildowers? Would you like to learn an easy way 
to identify them? Then this program is for you! We will introduce you 
to the “Newcomb Wildower Key System” that is very simple to use 
while taking the guesswork out of wildower identication for the 
nature lover with no formal botanical training. We will have several 
copies of the book available for your use as we practice identifying 
Gottfried wildowers together.
CConnie has been the education coordinator for the Gottfried Prairie 
and Arboretum since 2008.  She recently retired from her own native 
plant nursery, started in 1983, which provided local prairie seed to 
schools, businesses, and homeowners.  Connie has been part of the 
Gottfried Prairie and Arboretum since its inception.  
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Create a Winter Wreath and Swag
Jackie Scharfenburg
Thursday, November 10, at 1:00-3:30 pm and 6:00-8:30 pm 
The Ice Age Visitor Center 
Wednesday, November 16 at 1:00 to 3:30 pm and 6:00 to 8:30 pm 
Lakeside Pavilion
PPlease note that this class will be offered at four separate times.  The 
rst two will be at the Northern Kettle Moraine State Forest Ice Age 
Center near Dundee and the other two at Lakeside Park Pavilion in 
Fond du Lac. Using a variety of natural materials, we will create a beau-
tiful wreath and swag that will enhance your home's winter decor.  
Please bring along a pruning shears and gloves. We will use the dried 
ower and grass seed heads from the prairie.  Registration is required, 
ffee is $20 to cover materials.
Please call 920-940-8869.
 

Jackie Scharfenberg is a Forest Naturalist/Natural Resources Educator 
with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources the Kettle Mo-
raine State Forest - Northern Unit.  She enjoys teaching all aspects of 
environmental education.  Her goal is to get people connected or 
re-connected with the natural world if it be through creating a nature 
craft, learning something about nature, trying a new outdoor skill or 
experiencing nature rst hand.

Bag It: Is Your Life Too Plastic? / Luminary Walk  
Saturday, December 10, 2016 at 2pm  
Room UC 114
Luminary walk to follow lm starting at the Gottfried Shelter
WWidespread use of single use disposable bags in our culture is a very 
pervasive problem.  In this country, we use an estimated 190,000 dis-
posable bags per second requiring 12 million barrels of oil each year.  
Are our lives becoming too plastic?
Bag It: Is Your Life Too Plastic? is a 2010 American documentary lm ex-
posing the effects of plastic bags and other plastic consumer mer-
chandise, and its effects on land ecosystems, the marine environment 
and the human body.

Snowshoe the Gottfried Prairie and Arboretum
Saturday, January 28, 2017 1p-3p 
Meet at the Gottfried Prairie and Arboretum Shelter
Snowshoe through the prairie and arboretum while looking for animal 
tracks and other signs of wildlife in winter.  During the snowshoeing, 
we will talk about some of the plants of the prairie and dormant trees 
in the arboretum.  Snowshoes will be provided by the gracious dona-
tion of Attitude Sports of Fond du Lac.  Pre-registration is required.  No 
dogs please.  Please call 920-940-8869.  

Messenger
in conjunction with FDL County Audubon
Wednesday, February 15, 2017 at 7 pm
Room UC 114

TThis wide-ranging and contemplative documentary explores our 
deep-seated connection to birds and warns that the uncertain fate of 
songbirds might mirror our own.  Humans once believed that birds 
could carry messages; their presence was meaningful.  Birds have 
helped predict the change of seasons, the coming of storms, and the 
rise of toxins in the food chain.  Once again they have something to 
tell us, and the message is not a comfortable one.  The Messenger is a 
visually thvisually thrilling ode to the beauty and importance of the imperiled 
songbird, and what it would mean to all of us on both a global and 
human level if we were to lose these wonderful beings.  The Messen-
ger brings us face-to-face with a remarkable variety of human-made 
perils that have devastated thrushes, warblers, orioles, tanagers, gros-
beaks and many other airborne music makers.  It is an engaging, visu-
ally stunning, emotional journey.  

A Burning Need: Aldo Leopold, Restoration and the 
Big Picture of Fire as a Management Tool in Wisconsin
Jed Meunier
Wednesday, March 15, 2017 at 7 pm 
Room UC114 UW-FDL

AAs with his position on predators, Aldo Leopold also changed his mind 
on the role of re in maintaining forests and other re-dependent sys-
tems. In this transformation, Leopold became an early advocate of re 
as a management tool and initiated some of the rst formal resto-
ration attempts of re-dependent communities. Many groups now are 
heavily invested in using prescribed re to conserve and restore sys-
tems, primarily prairie and savanna which are greatly diminished. 
Rarely however, do we put our work into the context of regional or 
statewide opportunities and challenges. This talk is just that; a state-
wide re needs assessment which aims to prioritize prescribed re to 
maintain a full suite of re-dependent communities in Wisconsin over 
the coming decades. It will also explore how Leopold’s Shack and Sand 
Counties t into this picture.

Jed Meunier is an ecologist and research scientist with the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources studying forest and re ecology. His 
dissertation research was on re ecology in northern Mexico aimed at 
guiding forest management and restoration in northern Mexico and 
the U.S. southwest, very much in line with what Aldo Leopold had 
himself promoted seven decades prior. Jed received his M.S. in the 
Wildlife Ecology Department at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, a 
DepaDepartment his great-grandfather started in 1933, where he studied 
the effects of hunting on declining American woodcock populations. 
Jed has not lacked sources for inspiration; his mentors and role models 
include his grandmother, Nina Leopold Bradley, and her siblings. Jed’s 
course, both personally and academically, is very much entwined with 
the mission and legacy of his family and the Aldo Leopold Foundation 
where he serves on the board of directors.


