
Program Schedule
The Cat Problem: Less Caterwauling and 
Effective Solutions Needed
Dr. Stan Temple
Wednesday, April 8, 2015, 7pm
Room UC114 UW-FDL
in collaboration with the FDL County Audubon Society
PProfessor Stan Temple has devoted his career to studying and trying 
to reduce threats to native wildlife, including predation by free-ranging 
domestic cats. He conducted one of the rst assessments of the 
impacts that free-ranging cats in rural Wisconsin had on wildlife.  
Now 25 years and dozens of similar studies later, a recent study has  
estimated the number of birds and mammals killed by cats nationwide, 
showing that cat predation is the largest source of bird and mammal 
momortality in the U.S. directly related to human behavior. Solutions that 
match the enormous scale of the problem must be found and 
implemented soon, for the sake of the cats and the wildlife for which 
we are responsible.
Professor Stanley A. Temple is the Beers-Bascom Professor Emeritus in 
Conservation at the University of Wisconsin and Senior Fellow at the 
Aldo Leopold Foundation.   

NNative Landscaping, a Historical Overview from 
Jens Jensen to Contemporary Landscape 
Applications and Issues
Stephen McCarthy
Wednesday, May 20, 2015 at 7pm
Room UC114-UW-FDL
Jens Jensen was at the forefront of the Prairie School landscape 
mmovement which emphasized the use native plants in artistically 
designed settings inspired by nature.   We’ll take a close look at some 
of projects he designed, discuss his role in early conservation efforts, 
and also learn about his folk school, The Clearing.
Stephen McCarthy has practiced landscape architecture with a focus on 
native landscape restoration for the past 37 years. He has served as 
landscape architect for the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District 
and manages the Gand manages the Greenseams land acquisition program which  has 
preserved 3000 acres of wetlands, riparian corridors, and forested areas.

Plants, Natural Communities and Climate Change
Craig Anderson
Wednesday June 17th, 2015 7pm
Room UC114 UW-FDL
The focus of this discussion will be on plants and their natural 
ccommunities including ecological function and processes. It will address 
the use of natural areas in studying and measuring climate change on 
plants and natural communities and in maintaining viable populations 
of rare species. Adaptation, effective planning and preparation could 
help wildlife, property, money and even lives. Learn more about how 
scientists are investigating the potential impacts of climate change in 
Wisconsin.
CCraig is a state parks ecologist and the former chair of the WICCI 
(Wisconsin Initiative on Climate Change Impacts) Plants and Natural 
Communities working group.

Prairie Fest
Saturday, July 25, 2015, 10 am to 3 pm
Gottfried Prairie and Arboretum Grounds
Come to experience the beauty of the Gottfried prairie at the peak of 
the summer bloom during the 14th annual Prairie Fest.  There will be 
speakers on many nature-related subjects, children’s activities, 
ououtdoor exhibits and prairie tours as well as artists and vendors inside 
and outside. The event is free and food will be available for purchase 
during the entire event.

Paper Making with Prairie Grass
Mel Kolstad
Wednesday August 19,  2015, 7pm
Room A215-UW-FDL 
Did Did you know you can make paper from dried plants and grasses you 
have around your yard or garden?  In this class, we'll explore what 
happens when you combine common plants, some soda ash, boiling 
water, and pressure - you'll be amazed at the gorgeous handmade 
papers we'll create!
Mel Kolstad is an artist, speaker, instructor, curator, arts advocate, and 
Certied Papermaker.  Her love of vintage ephemera and repurposed 
mmaterials is what rst led her to creating art; since then she's discovered
the joys of printmaking and encaustic work, as well as 
rediscovering her love of ber art. 

Restoration Ecology in 2015: A SWOT Analysis
Evelyn Howell
September 16, 2015, 6:30pm
Room UC114 UW-FDL
TThe restoration of natural ecosystems has become one of the most 
widespread conservation techniques in North America and also around 
the world. Dr. Howell will explore the Strengths and Weaknesses, 
Opportunities and Threats of the eld as it is practiced today, and suggest 
how we can all contribute to help the eld move forward.
Dr. Howell is a plant ecologist and professor and past Chair of the 
Department of Landscape Architecture at the University of Wisconsin- 
MMadison. She has taught natural landscaping since the mid-1970s in 
university classes and in presentations for many other groups. Evelyn’s 
research interests are in restoration ecology and she recently coauthored 
a publication titled Introduction to Restoration Ecology. She has worked
on numerous restoration projects and loves talking about native plants 
and natural landscaping

Seed Collection Workshop
Margie Winter
Saturday, October 17th, 9 am to noon
Meet at the Gottfried Prairie and Arboretum Shelter
We will begin the workshop with a discussion on seeds, including 
when and how to collect them from your favorite native plants.  
PParticipants will walk through the prairie and learn how to identify 
wildowers and grasses in the seed stage.  They will collect and clean 
the seed heads while learning how to store and propagate the seed for 
growing plants.
Margie Winter taught high school science in the Fond du Lac School 
District and the Sun Prairie School District for a total of 31 years.  For 
the last 2 years, Margie has taught an environmental science course 
and a pand a prairie ecosystems and restoration course at Marian University.  
The prairie course is offered jointly to students from UW-FDL and 
Marian University and utilizes the Gottfried Prairie as an outdoor 
classroom.  

Create a Winter Wreath and Swag
Jackie Scharfenburg
Thursday, November 13 at 1 pm to 3:30 pm & 6 pm to 8:30 pm @IAC
WWednesday, November 19, 6 pm to 8:30 pm @ Lakeside Pavilion
Please note that this class will be offered at three separate times.  
Because of limited space, the rst two will be at the Northern Kettle 
Moraine State Forest Ice Age Center near Dundee and the other at 
Lakeside Park Pavilion in Fond du Lac. Using a variety of natural 
materials, we will create a beautiful wreath and swag that will enhance 
your home's winter decor.  Please bring along a pruning shears and 
$15.00 $15.00 to cover material costs. We will use the dried ower and grass 
seed heads from the prairie.  Registration is required.  Please call 
920-313-0190.
Jackie Scharfenberg is a Forest Naturalist/Natural Resources Educator 
with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources the Kettle 
Moraine State Forest - Northern Unit.  She enjoys teaching all aspects 
of environmental education.  

LLuminary Holiday Walk
Sunday, December 13, 2015 4:30pm-7:30pm
Walk starts at either of Bike trail entrances on 
Campus Dr or Ducharme Dr
Enjoy the Gottfried Prairie as you have never seen it. Luminaries will 
light your way through the prairie for this self guided walk. The sounds 
of nature and voices of carolers will keep you warm as you  meander 
ththrough the glow of the luminaries. 



April 2015 - March 2016

Educational
    Programs

400 University Drive
Fond du Lac, WI 54935

For more information, check the website
www.gottfriedprairie.org

or call Tracy Mc Dermott at 920-313-0190
Shelter is located near east parking lot at UW Fond du Lac

Since 1991, 42 acres of native prairie and a formal arboretum with
several forest communities have been planted on the grounds of the
UW Fond du Lac Campus.
The purpose is to restore native plant communities, create wildlife 
habitat, and provide educational opportunities.

Support the Gottfried Prairie and Arboretum 
by joining our Friends program

More information at www.gottfriedprairie.org/friends/

Thanks to our education program partners

Most programs run about one hour and 
are free unless otherwise noted

Snowshoe the Gottfried Prairie and Arboretum
Saturday, January 23, 2016, 1 pm to 3 pm
Meet at the Gottfried Prairie and Arboretum Shelter
Snowshoe through the prairie and arboretum while looking 
for animal tracks and other signs of wildlife in winter.  If time 
permits, we will examine the arboretum’s dormant trees and 
eexplore ways to identify them by looking at their buds, twigs 
and bark.  Snow shoes will be provided by the gracious 
donation of Attitude Sports of Fond du Lac.  Registration is 
required.  No dogs please.  Please call 920-313-0190.

Riverview Gardens-Be part of the Solution
Wednesday, February 17, 2016 7pm
Room UC 114 UW-FDL
RRiverview Gardens is a socially innovative, self-supporting venture 
that engages Fox Valley residents in community stewardship of a 
market garden enterprise, community park space, and job training 
program while enhancing the missions of local outreach 
organizations and building nancial resources to help address root 
causes of poverty, homelessness, and unemployment. Join us as we 
learn how they are making a difference in the Fox Valley community.
RRiverview Gardens is a nancially self-sustaining social enterprise, 
focused on job training for people in need, using urban farming and 
a park setting in downtown Appleton, Wisconsin

Woody Plant Propagation 
Wednesday March 16, 2016 7 pm
Room UC114 UW-FDL
There’s a lot of work and knowledge behind each and every plant 
yyou buy. That plant has an origin, and that origin starts in 
propagation. Propagators bring plants into this world with an 
intimate knowledge of how that plant lives and functions. Each 
plant is different and there are a lot of plants out there. Ben will 
discuss the methods used at Johnson’s Nursery Inc. to produce 
plants, focusing on seed, cutting and grafting propagation. 
Ben French is the propagator for Johnson’s Nursery Inc. After earning 
his Bachelohis Bachelor’s degree in Forestry at the University of Wisconsin – 
Steven’s Point, Ben decided that his favorite part of the tree world 
was in the propagation aspect. After working for the city of Green 
Bay’s Forestry Department, his boss recommended that he seek to 
do an Internship at Johnson’s Nursery, and he’s been there ever since.


